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8:17-18. Isaiah interrupts his prophecy to declare which
of the two groups he will join.

8:18. My actions, such as the writing on the scroll (v. 1),
and the names of my children — Maher-shalal-hash-baz,
Shear-jashub, Immanuel — are Divinely ordained signs
for events that will befall the people of Israel.

8:20. | am telling you for certain that the people will
indeed try to entice you [v. 19] with arguments that have
no substance (Radak).

8:21. Realizing that his king and gods cannot save him,
he will look to Heaven and pray to the true God.

8:23. The Assyrians exiled the Ten Tribes in three stages
(see Il Kings Chs. 15, 17). The first time the people were
not so severely shocked and alarmed, but when Senna-

cherib would return and uproot the remaining population
of the Northern Kingdom, the distress would be felt much
more intensely. The land is called region of the nations,
because so many peoples desired it.

9:1-6. Isaiah again interrupts his prophecy to address
God. The salvation to which he refers is the miraculous
end of Sennacherib’s siege of Jerusalem [see Chs. 36-37]
(Rashi).

9:3. The rout of the Assyrian army will be reminiscent of
the miracle granted Gideon and his small force against
Midian (Judges Chs. 7-8).

9:5. This wondrous salvation took place in the days of
the child of Ahaz, the righteous King Hezekiah, whom
God — the Wondrous Adviser, Mighty God, Eternal




